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Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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I nt roduct ion 

 

The paper is organised into three sect ions. Sect ion A tests only reading and is 

based upon an unseen passage. The passage studied in Sect ion A in June 2014 

was adapted from  the Am erican edit ion of the Boy Scouts Handbook,  The First  

Edit ion, 1911 and this sect ion is taken from  the opening ent it led A Message from  

the Chief Scout ,  Ernest  Thom pson Seton. This gives a personal account  of the 

need for the scout ing m ovem ent  and what  it  had to offer. Sect ion B tests both 

reading and writ ing by asking candidates to respond to one of the non- fict ion 

passages from  the Anthology, in this case, A Passage to Afr ica by George 

Alagiah. Sect ion C is a single writ ing task that  is not  connected to either of the 

reading act ivit ies already undertaken on the paper. The paper was well received 

with m ost  candidates finding it  very accessible.  

 

Sect ion A:  Reading 

 

Quest ions 1-3 

 

The passage chosen proved to be accessible to alm ost  all candidates, with very 

few experiencing any difficult ies in reading com prehension.  Quest ion 1 tested 

the skill of select ion and ret r ieval, asking candidates to nam e two things about  

nature from  the passage that  m ade the writer feel happy and one that  m ade him  

feel sad. There were 3 m arks available for this quest ion and therefore there 

were a num ber of correct  responses, such as “  the t rees”  and “ the live things 

that  leave t racks”  whilst  for sadness there was “ the sense of loss when the bird 

flies away.”  Those who did not  gain full m arks did so because they did not  give 

three separate pieces of inform at ion or those chosen did not  answer the 

quest ion. Quest ion 2 asked candidates to describe how a boy scout  would 

develop both physically and m entally.  As a 5 m ark quest ion there were m any 

possible responses to this quest ion and exam iners were inst ructed to look for the 

quality of explanat ion rather than m erely count ing the num ber of features 

ident ified. An answer that  listed features but  without  any descript ion would not  

score above half m arks on this quest ion. I t  is im portant  that  candidates read the 

quest ion carefully and respond appropriately. Many achieved full or nearly full 

m arks and were able to explain the balance of physical and m ental qualit ies and 

were able to describe how a st rong swim m er will fear no waters and how the 

m ental qualit ies will lead to success in life. Where candidates did not  score full 

m arks this was som et im es because they failed to give sufficient  detail for  full 

m arks or did not  include both physical and m ental qualit ies. Quest ion 3 was the 

higher m ark tar iff quest ion with its greater focus on the writer ’s technique. This 

asked candidates how the writer explores his personal experiences and ideas 

about  scout ing in the passage and it  provided bullet  points for addit ional support  

and st ructure. Weaker responses were often lim ited to a sm all num ber of points 

focusing on part icular elem ents within the passage, m ainly the first  bullet  point :  

what  his experience of nature was. Bet ter answers explored the shaping of the 

text  as a whole, recognising that  the passage begins with a fairytale-style 

opening sentence, using third person before t ransform ing into first  person part  

way through. The use of archaic language such as, “he has neither book nor 

fr iend,”  add to the fairytale, or m orality tale style. Many com m ented on his use 

of powerful and em ot ive language, such as “wild with the love.”  The m ost  able 

recognised a range of features and used the text  with discr im inat ion to craft  an 

explanat ion that  focuses upon character and relat ionship, using textual 
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references, which are apt  and carefully chosen. Essent ially the m ost  successful 

candidates dem onst rate higher skills of analysis and interpretat ion in evaluat ing 

the writer 's techniques and do so by direct ly and doggedly focusing on the 

quest ion. As has been said before in these reports, linked text  and paraphrase 

does not  const itute an explanat ion. I t  was a feature of bet ter answers that  they 

were able to recognise the m anner in which the writer tends to universalise his 

exper ience whilst  writ ing about  his own individual experience and also 

com m ented upon tone, the m anner in which the writer has a voice of an older 

and wiser guide, rather than a youth in the m idst  of the em ot ional turm oil he 

describes. 

 

Sect ion B:  Reading and Writ ing 

 

Quest ion 4 

 

Sect ion B was based upon the pre-prepared text  from  the Edexcel Anthology for 

I nternat ional GCSE English Language and Literature, A Passage to Afr ica by 

George Alagiah. The quest ion focused upon how the writer presents his thoughts 

and feelings in the passage. As a prepared text  alm ost  all candidates seem ed to 

have knowledge of this text .  Weaker responses were often quasi-narrat ives that  

did not  focus upon the quest ion and sim ply described the different  people that  

George Alagiah m et  and the condit ions he found. St ronger responses were those 

that  were able to define a range of thoughts and feelings and recognised the use 

of extended m etaphor and sentence variety as two of the m any techniques used 

by the writer.  

 

Quest ion 5 

 

The writ ing task in Sect ion B was closely related to the reading text  in sect ion B 

and asked candidates to write for an internet  com pet it ion with their  views on the 

statem ent :  “ I t ’s wonderful to be a young person now!”  The t it le was accessible 

to alm ost  all candidates and produced a wide range of responses. Many wrote 

about  the influence of technology and the internet  with m any candidates firm ly 

in agreem ent  with the statem ent . Others approaches saw candidates writ ing 

about  the effects of adolescence or teenage bullying and the pressures upon 

young people to conform  in a m odern society. Exam iners were inst ructed to 

reward the quality of the writ ing rather than having any predeterm ined idea 

about  the sort  of writ ing that  m ay be presented. The weakest  responses were 

often incom plete, lacking in paragraphing or st ructure and com m unicat ing at  a 

basic level. Bet ter responses wrote with a skilful com m and of the language 

showing a st rong abilit y to help the reader understand their  thoughts and 

feelings about  the statem ent  producing writ ing that  was m arked for its im pact  as 

well as its cont rol and accuracy. 

 

Sect ion C:  Writ ing 

 

Quest ion 6 

 

Candidates were asked to explain their  views on young people being educated in 

single-sex groupings. This proved to be accessible to m ost  candidates. Once 

again, it  is noted that  the writ ing responses and part icular ly the final, 20 m ark 

quest ion, are som et im es not  answered at  all by som e candidates. I t  is vital that  
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students t im e their  responses carefully and take note of the m ark tar iff,  giving 

sect ion C one third of the t im e available to them . This quest ion produced a 

variety of responses. Weaker responses were often very br ief and were lim ited in 

their  abilit y to clearly express their  ideas, som et im es m isinterpret ing the 

quest ion as one focused upon the m erits of sex educat ion in schools. Weaker 

responses were often lacking in paragraphing and a sense of st ructure, which 

kept  them  in the Level 1 and Level 2 m ark bands. More able responses wrote 

with im aginat ion and explained their  views with clar it y and convict ion, creat ing a 

real sense of interest  and engagem ent  for the reader. Som e chose to see the 

relat ive benefit s of both types of educat ion whilst  som e presented a single point  

of view, cogent ly explained.  The best  writ ing was noted for its variety and 

sophist icat ion, it s accuracy and cont rol, which was sharply focused upon the task 

and the needs of the reader.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Each sect ion above contains specific advice about  what  character ises weaker and 

st ronger candidates. Cent res are st rongly encourages to pract ise responding to 

unseen passages in t im ed condit ions. This will support  students in focusing their  

answers on what  the quest ion has asked for and in using their  understanding of 

literary effects as a m eans of addressing the quest ion rather than being seen as 

an end in its own r ight . The sam e principle applies with regard to studying the 

Anthology texts. The best  pract ice in writ ing involves t im e m anagem ent  so as to 

respond appropr iately to the m ark tar iff and the t im e available. I n writ ing, 

candidates need to focus on developing textual cohesion through effect ively 

paragraphing and st ructur ing their  writ ing. At  all t im es they should have the 

intended reader in m ind and m ake word level, sentence level and text  level 

choices with a clear understanding of the intended effect .  Writ ing should be seen 

as a crafted artefact  and students should be taught  the skills of writ ing with this 

in m ind whatever the task m ay be.  
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